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On the agenda

Awaiting
Enactment of
the Law

Bina Divon, Chairman of
Lilach, writes about the
important topics with which
Lilach is currently occupied

If it were customary to give the years
names (like in China, for instance), I
would call the past year — The Year of
Waiting. First, we waited to be allowed to
participate in the Committee preparing the
version of the regulations which would
enable enactment of the Law for the
Terminally Ill. Despite promises we were
not invited to participate, and on
December 6, 2006 the regulations were
placed on the desk of the Minister of
Health. Then the waiting began for
authorization of the regulations by the
Committee of Labor, Welfare and Health
in the Knesset. The Committee met in
March, and this time two of our
representatives participated: the President
of the Society, Judge Eliayu Matza, and a
Member of Management, Ruth Debel.
Our participation contributed considerably
to the facilitation and simplification of the
process, and to making it more accessible.

Since then we have been awaiting
publication and realization of the
regulations. Unfortunately, excepting for

publication of the regulations and a form
giving advanced medical directives on the
Internet, nothing has been done by the
Ministry of Health, and our many appeals
have either not been answered, or have
been acknowledged with absolute lack of
information. (More on the regulations and

their execution in the article by the

President of the Society).

We, the President of the Society and
Members of the Management Committee,
are seeking a convenient way to transfer
the Living Wills of Lilach members from
the form currently in our possession to a
government form. This is not a simple
process, neither fundamentally nor
logistically.  We hope that with the
publication of this journal we will be able
to guide our members and help them make
the change.

Many have congratulated us on the
enactment of the Law for the Terminally
111, and have said that our activities as a
society have actually come to an end.
However, it appears that our activities
have not only not yet been concluded, we
still face increased activity in certain areas.
Our current work is expressed in three
issues:
¢ Instruction, assistance and showing our

members the way to transfer their Lilach
Living Wills to a Governmental Will.

* Informing the general public as well as
professionals (doctors, lawyers, social
workers, etc.) of the Law for the
Terminally 111 and its enactment.

* A battle to include in the Law issues that
were not included: disconnection from
machines, termination of nutrition,
“vegetable”, etc.

This year we have witnessed several
interesting phenoma:

* A higher rate of membership fees than
in previous years.

e Many more requests to
members of Lilach.

e Numerous requests from bodies that
would like to follow the regulations of
the Law, but lack information.

For all these we express confidence in
Lilach and we thank our members for
bearing with us and for trusting us.

become

The Annual Meeting
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The Annual Meeting of Lilach took palce
on 27.4.07. In the first part we received a
financial report, a proposed budget for the
coming year, and the report of the Control
Committee. In addition, new roles were
confirmed. In the second part of the
meeting, Dr. Israel (Issy) Doron spoke
about the multi-dimensional aspects of the
connection between the Law and old age.
About 100 members participated in this
Meeting.

The Progress and
the Future Activities

Retired Justice of the
Supreme Court, Eliyahu
Matza, Lilach's president,
reviews the progress in the
enactment of the Law for the
Terminally lll as well as future
activities required from Lilach

The Law for the Terminally Il was
accepted by the Knesset and published in
December 2005, but the beginning of its
enactment was postponed to December
2006. Postponing the beginning of the
Law for one whole year was intended to
provide the Ministry of Health and
medical institutions sufficient extension
for orderly preparation for the enactment
of the new Law.

For almost a year, the Ministry of
Health did nothing it was supposed to do.
We were forced to approach the Minister
of  Health repeatedly, demanding
acceleration of his Office in dealing with
the vital issues for enacting the Law on
time. However, we attained nothing
substantial. The necessary preparations
for enacting the law were delayed almost
until the law was validated; and other vital
activities — getting equipped, managerial
organization and guiding doctors — were

delayed for a long time, or did not begin at
all.

Members of Lilach signed and
deposited in the offices of the Society
advanced medical directives forms and
powers-of-attorney formulated according
to drafts prepared by Lilach. These forms
are not identical to the advanced medical
directives attached as appendices to the
Law. Three months ago we asked the
Minister of Health to use his authority
according to para 60(c) of the Law and to
determine that the database of directives
and powers-of-attorney in the possession
of Lilach be registered in the national
database of the Ministry of Health, and
that the directives in our forms be accepted
in the framework of the limitations
determined by law.

In the meantime, it is obviously not
inevitable that conclusion of the
discussions on this issue to be held soon
by the Management Committee will oblige
us to recommend that Lilach Members
sign new directives and powers-of-
attorney which will be phrased according
to law.
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Lilach’s 20™
Anniversary

Dr. Ruth Ravid, one of our first
members, spoke to other well-

known figures in our society to
hear what they wish us

Aviva Barak, who bears Lilach’s
membership card no. 2, joined Lilach after
having experienced the agony of her
parents’ deaths. Ms Barak expressed
satisfaction with the acceptance of the Law
for the Terminally ill patient, and
perceives it as a great accomplishment of
our Society, although in her opinion it has
not yet been perfected. On our
anniversary, she wishes us success in our
future achievements!

The actress, Orna Porat, was also one
of our first members, and proudly bears
membership card no. 46. Orna Porat
stated more than once that she supports the
principles that lead us. She hopes that one
day she will be able to complete her career
with dignity. Above all, she perceives her
membership in the Society as support of
the concept. Ms Porat hopes all the
amendments we wish for the Law will be
achieved quickly.

Ilan DeVries, the son of our first
President, the late Prof. Andre DeVries,
grew up in the lap of Lilach’s ideology,
and he and his family are proud of the role
his father played in the battle. As a young
man who is completely immersed in his
creative work and does not follow current
affairs closely, he feels that in his social
circles there is not much awareness of the
issue. In his opinion, information should
be extended to the wide public as well as
to medical staff. ~And on our 20"
anniversary he wishes us success. “You
have made a great breakthrough”, he says.
“Let’s hope this breakthrough will
continue.”

The actress Hanna Meron joined the
Society when her husband, the late
Yaakov Rechter, fell ill. Many are
exposed to the issue when illness invades
their homes. Although she was unaware
of the details of the new Law, she was
pleased to hear them and wishes us the
strength to bring the Law to a state of
completeness that will be appropriate for
various kinds of deaths.

Dr. Eliyahu Gilon (formerly from the
Tel-Aviv University) is aware of the
enormous steps taken since the small
group met to establish the Society.
“Acceptance of the Law gives me a good
feeling,” he said, and hoped we would
continue our work tirelessly.

The actor Shlomo Bar-Shavit joined
Lilach with many of his friends, with an
idealogical basis: “An adult individual has
the right to live and die with dignity,” he
says. “The Knesset did well to pass the
Law for its citizens. It is not logical that
the Knesset, who determines citizens will
go to war and endanger their lives, does
not give them the privilege to determine
their rights about termination of life". Bar-
Shavit realizes that many unresolved
problems remain in the Law, and that
therefore the struggle should continue.
“Succeed”, he wishes us heartily, and
adds, “Congratulations for the
anniversary!”
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