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Lord, Thou knowest

better than | know myself
that | am growing older
and will someday be old.
Keep me from the fatal
habit of thinking | must
say something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me
from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful
but not moody, helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom
it seems a pity not to use it all, but thou knowest Lord that | want a
few friends at the end. Keep my mind free from the recital of endless
details, give me win gs to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches
and pains. They are increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming
sweeter as the years go by. | dare no ask for grace enough to enjoy
the tales of others. | dare not ask for improved memory but for growing
humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to
clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that
occasionally I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet. | do not
want to be a saint, some of them are hard to live with, but a sour old
person is one of the crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability
to see good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected
people. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so. Amen.
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LIVING WILLS AND THE
“PATIENT NEAR DEATH LAW 5766 -2005” 1

The argument over euthanasia[a
Greek word meaning “good death”]
and mercy killing has not abated in
most countries. Indeed in Israel, the
subject of Living Wills has become
even more relevant since 2005 with
the new Law and | have often been
asked to give advice on the subject.

This short article is an attempt to
review the current position and proffer
advice. Need | add that reference to
the male includes the female gender?
[In Law, the male always embraces
the femalg].

If ever one was looking for recent
legislation that was so complicated
as to render some provisions largely
inoperable, one need not ook further
that this Law.

The Objective is thus stated:-

1.(a) “Thislaw isintended to regulate
the medical treatment of patients near
their death, striking a proper balance
between the value of the sanctity of
life, the value of a human being’s
autonomous will and the importance
of the quality of life”.

(b) “This Law is based on the values
of the State of Israel as aJewish and
democratic state and on the
fundamental principles of morality,
ethicsand religion”.
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The Law has the assumption “... that
a person wishesto continue to live,
unless the opposite has been proven:
the will to continue to live must be
assumed, aslong as anything different
has not been proven beyond all
reasonable doubt”.

In essence, the Law deals with who
and how a person can autonomously
record his wishes as a“ patient near
death who does not want hislife to
be prolonged” or “acompetent person
who gives advanced medical
directions in which he specifies his
desire in respect of future medical
treatment.

| will discuss the latter type which
brings us to the subject of what in
common parlance we refer to as
Living Wills and the Law as
“Advance Medical Directions’.

The Law sets out complicated
directions asto how tofill in Living
Wills and how they areto be kept in
a data base established by the
Minister.

| had the pleasure of discussing this
subject with Mrs. Bina Divon, the
current chairperson of Lilach —the
Amuta being the Israel Society - To
Live and Die with Dignity.

Lilach isthe leading organization



dealing with this subject in Isradl. It
has been and still isin the forefront
of promoting improved and simpler
laws, educating the public, offering
members asimple 3 paged Living
Willswhich they also havein English
and providing services. A very unique
service isthat amember of Lilach
[membershipsisNIS 120 for asingle
and NIS.190 for acouple, per annum]
can deposit his Living Will with
Lilach who maintain a 24/7 service
to advise hospitals, doctors or family
if any emergency arises, whether a
particular person has registered a
Living Will.

The Living Wills come with clear
instructions as to how they areto
filled in, signed and witnessed.

The advantages of becoming a
member of Lilach can be summarized
asfollows:

* Their Living Will issimple to
complete;

* [t is currently recognized by the
Heath Department when duly
witnessed;

* Their depositary for these
documents isreliable and available,
24/7:

* They remind members when the 5
year validity of their Living Wills
expire:

* They publish and distribute a useful
booklet three times a year and
although mostly  in Hebrew, there
isan English section;

* They have alibrary which includes
many books, periodicalsand DVD’s
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in English;
* They have lawyers who volunteer
to give advice to members without
charge.
* They are in contact with similar
organizations throughout the world

The current President of Lilachis
former Supreme Court Judge, Eliahu
Matza

Their offices are at 59 Bialik Street,
Ramat Gan and their phone number
is03 6730577. Their postal address
isP.O. Box 8144, Ramat Gan 52181

Lilach has over 10,000 members but
isgtill inneed of volunteersto perform
various functions. If you are
interested, give them acall

They are making amajor contribution
to our society and are deserving
of our help.

FOOTNOTES

The full trandation of the Law
can be obtained from A.G.
Publications, 04 -825-6104
and HYPERLINK
aryed434@bezeqi nt.net
Clause 2

Article three.

Clause 31.

Article of Adv. Katz taken from the
ESRA Magazine No. 157 Nov-Jan
2010/11



