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safekeeping, etc. However, despite
the promises we were excluded from
the work, and our endless requests
were evaded.

On 6.10.06, the committee was
supposed to present the regulations to
the Minister of Health. They were
subsequently supposed to be conveyed
to a committee in the Ministry of Labor
and Social Affairs for authorization,
and a Management Circular was to be
published and distributed to all those
involved in enforcement of the Law.
Dr. Halperin informed us that the
regulations had been conveyed to the
Minister of Health and that the
Management Circular was in the
process of being written, but that he
did not know when it would be
published. An enquiry at the Knesset
revealed that the regulations had not
yet been received, and therefore there
were no plans for debating the issue.
It transpires that much more time will
elapse before the Law comes into
effect, and we were informed that the
intention is to enforce the Law only
partially at first. Thus, for instance,
the  required  preparations  for
activating life  support machines
equipped with timers that will allow
patients to be connected to these
machines for a fixed period of time
have not yet been completed.

In light of the above, the
Management Committee of Lilach
convened, and the following decisions
were made:

a. sure they possess a ‘“Living Will
Lilach will continue activities as
usual until the Law is fully enforced.
Members should make”, signed no

ON THE AGENDA

The Law for the

Terminally Ill and
Date of Enactment

is issue of “Live with Dignity”
contains a letter from the
Chairperson of Lilach, Mrs.

Bina Divon, to members of the Society,
in which she clarifies Lilach’s position
in view of the enactment of the Law for
the Terminally Ill on December 6,
2006.

Dear Members,

You were probably surprised by the
delayed issue of our magazine. This
was not accidental or due to laziness,
Heaven forbid — but because we were
waiting for the publication of the
regulations regarding the Law for the
Terminally Ill, so we could give you
details both of these regulations and of
the nature of our future activities. As
you surely remember, the Law for the
Terminally Il was passed in the
Knesset on 6.12.06. The Law was
transferred to a committee in the
Ministry of Health led by Dr.
Halperin, which was authorized to
prepare the version of the regulations
which would enable their execution.
We were assured that we would be
allowed to participate in the work of
this committee, and to contribute of
our vast experience in distributing
Living Wills, in explanations during
the preparation of these Wills, in their
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not been updated. Members who wish
to exchange their old membership
cards are requested to send them to
our offices, together with a return
address.

c. As you recall, The Law for the
Terminally Il resolves just some of the
problems. Thus, for example, it does
not include an individual in a
vegetative state, does not enable the
cessation of nutrition or fluids, and if a
“timer” cannot be used, it will not be
possible to disconnect a patient from
life support. Lilach will continue its
fight, and we believe that with your
help we will achieve our objectives.

d. To enable the continuation of our
activities as well as their expansion,
we need your membership fees. We
request you to send the fees for 2007,
which amount to NIS 100 per
individual, or NIS 160 per couple, to
Lilach’s offices, P.O. Box 8144, Ramat
Gan 52181.

e. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank all Lilach
members who have supported us and
expressed their belief in us during all
the years of our activities. It was
largely your support which enabled us
to attain what we have. We also wish
to thank all our volunteers, who do
their work with such dedication. Well
done, all of you. Together, we will
continue, and we will succeed.

With best wishes,
Bina Divon — Chairperson
On behalf of the Managing Committee

English translation: Lynda berman

earlier than 2003, and that a copy has
been given to the offices of the Society
(all queries can be directed to our
Office, Tel. 03-6730577, Mondays
through  Thursdays,  10:00-13:00).
New members will receive Lilach’s
form for a Living Will, which will
serve until the distribution of
Government forms. It is extremely
important to ensure that you have a
Living Will, which will prevent a void
until the Government Wills are
effected.

b. A while ago, the Administrative
Department of the Sheba Medical
Center requested a list of Lilach
members, which would enable them to
honor the requests of patients who are
admitted without the ability to express
their wishes, and without appropriate
documents. Confidentiality promised
to our members prevented us from
fulfilling this request. However,
considering the importance, we are
seeking a way for this information to
be conveyed to medical centers all
hours of the day and night. Our
member, Zipi Chen, has taken it upon
herself to deal with this issue, and is
working  with  Lilach’s  computer
technicians to find a solution. This
will be an important service for
Society members who are admitted to
hospital in an unconscious state, or
without a membership card or a copy
of the Living Will. We would like to

take this opportunity to remind
members  that  some of you
(particularly ~ the  more  senior

members) have old membership cards
on which the address of the Society has
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